Surgical management of pericardial tamponade as a presenting manifestation of acute leukemia.
Two patients with acute leukemia presented with symptomatic acute pericarditis and rapidly developed cardiac tamponade. Conservative management was not possible in either patient due to mechanical problems with fluid removal. Thoracotomy with pericardial decompression resulted in permanent relief of symptoms in both cases. Management of cardiac tamponade in acute leukemia by surgical decompression even in severely immunocompromised hosts is a feasible alternative and should be considered when more conservative measures fail or are not possible.